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New Website is Live

Civic League Board

We are very excited to announce that our new website has launched at OTPCL.org.
This new site was designed to be the virtual front door to the information, news,
history, contacts, and events happening in your neighborhood. We hope you find it
user-friendly and easy to navigate with features such as ticket sales to our signature
events like Ghost Walk and the Holiday Homes Tour now easily located on the
homepage. Civic League members have additional resources available through a
member sign-in function (use your email address to register and set a password).
We would like to thank Jennifer Deason for her tireless volunteer work spearheading
this effort to bring this new and valuable resource to life!

OTPCL.org is
accessible from
any device

We are pleased to announce
our newly elected Board for
June 2020 – May 2021:
President: Peter Adams
1st Vice Pres: Robin Altice
2nd Vice Pres: Tom Butt
Treasurer: Hunter Bryant
Secretary: Nick Mueller

Contact Us:
info@otpcl.org
Follow Us:
Website:
OTPCL.org
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/
OldeTowneCivicLeague
Instagram:
www.instagram.com/
OldeTowneCivicLeague

Want to become a Member of Olde Towne Civic League?
Click “Become a Member” at OTPCL.org to complete the online membership form. Due to limited member engagements
and hardship caused by the pandemic, membership is FREE for our 2020-2021 fiscal year – just use OTPCL2020 to waive
the fee. To request a paper application, please contact our Membership Chairperson, Robin Altice at info@otpcl.org.

Keeping Our “Towne” Beautiful

Upcoming Events >>>
Olde Towne Farmers Market
Every Saturday at 9 AM – 12 PM
Located in St. John’s Episcopal parking lot. For
updates, follow Portsmouth Olde Towne
Farmers Market Facebook page.

Thank you to our Square
Captains, Skippers, and
residents for volunteering
your time to pick up trash
and debris from our
neighborhood streets!
Every bit helps - please join
us for a group clean-up once
a month (details below), or
collect litter independently
on your next stroll through
“towne”. Every piece of
trash off the streets
prevents it from entering
our watershed eco-system,
improves the health and
safety of our neighborhood,
and of course shows our
pride in keeping Olde Towne
a beautiful and clean place
to live. Thank you for your
help!

Square Captain and Skippers Clean-Up
Every third Saturday at 9 AM – 10 AM
Meet at the corner of Court and Glasgow
Streets. Follow Olde Towne Civic League on
Facebook for weather cancellations.
Olde Towne Antiques to Flea Market
Every First Saturday at 10 AM
September 2020 Cancelled due to COVID.
Follow Olde Towne Business Association
Facebook page for updates for October.
Olde Towne Concerts in the Courtyard
First Friday of the Month
September 4th Cancelled due to COVID.
Follow Olde Towne Business Association
Facebook page for updates for October.
Olde Towne’s Ghost Walk
October 2020 Cancelled due to COVID.
Olde Towne’s Holiday Homes Tour
December 2020 Cancelled due to COVID.
Be sure to check out the Olde Towne
Business Association’s calendar for live
music at restaurants, trivia nights, wildlife
walks, and more!

Square Captains and Skippers Group Monthly Clean-Up
Every 3rd Saturday at 9 AM – 10 AM at the
Corner of Court and Glasgow Streets
Garbage bags provided. Please bring gloves and your mask.
Follow Olde Towne Civic League on Facebook for weather
cancellations and other updates.

www.OldeTownePortsmouth.com/oldetowne-events/

Giving Back to Local Hospitals
During the months of May and June, Olde Towne Civic League purchased about 90 lunches from local restaurants to feed the
hard-working medical staffs at Maryview Medical Center and Portsmouth Naval Hospital. The planning and coordination to
make this happen couldn’t have been done without Kitty Bryant’s perseverance. Thank you to the managers and staffs of
Olde Towne Public House and Legend Brewing Company for making these delicious lunches and coordinating delivery with
Peter Adams, Robin Altice, Kitty Bryant, and Nick Mueller. The Civic League is so thankful for the hard work and dedication of
a time in
our local hospital personnel, especially with the Once
extraupon
stressors
and risks of the 2020 COVID pandemic. Thank you for all you
2019, over 2000
do for the health and welfare of our community souls
every
day! up for
showed
Ghost Walk…

President’s Message
Thanks to the hard work of our membership, the Olde Towne Civic
League has risen to the challenge in the year of COVID. We have
continued our virtual meetings via Zoom, and we anticipate that will be
the case through the rest of the year. But as we all know, the only thing
that is certain in 2020 – is uncertainty. Due to an abundance of caution,
we have suspended Ghost Walk and Holiday Homes Tour this year and
will revisit our 2021 event schedule later this year. However, COVID
hasn’t stopped us from working hard behind the scenes - here’s what our
Board and Committees have been up to the last few months:
• Tech Committee built and launched the new OTPCL.org website
• Square Captain Committee held monthly Zoom meetings to
spearhead efforts like the Welcome Committee delivery
Welcome Bags to new neighbors and coordinating litter pick-ups
• Held a Zoom discussion meeting regarding Membership
boundaries and future membership tiers
• Coordinated and delivered 90 meals to local hospitals for their
hard work during the COVID pandemic
• Collected feedback and determined a 2020-2021 Community
Improvement Plan (see below)

Beautification Committee
Needs YOU!
Please join John Joyce, Chairperson of
the Beautification Committee, for a
huge push to add plants, flowers, and
trees to our parks and medians in
2020-2021. If you have a few hours to
spare and enjoy working outdoors,
please email John at jojoyce@cox.net
to get on his volunteer roster.
Be sure to thank him and Peter
Youngblood for their recent repairs and
upgrades to our park directory signs!

Over the next few months, we will be working on:
• Updating the Olde Towne Civic League By-Laws
• Updating the Mission and Vision statements
• Launching a marketing campaign to update the OTCL logo
• Implementing the Community Improvement Plan
We will keep you updated on progress and voting milestones on these
actions at our monthly meetings. Thank you to the Board and
Committees for all their hard work to think out of the box to continue to
make progress during the 2020 COVID Pandemic and working towards
the singular goal of making Olde Towne a unique and enjoyable place to
live.
- Peter Adams, OTCL President

Olde Towne Civic League Community Improvement Plan for 2020-2021
The OTCL Community Improvement Plan addresses the League’s primary mission of historical preservation, neighborhood
beautification, and neighborhood security. After reviewing feedback from a survey sent to OTCL Members at the end of
last fiscal year, the Board has decided to distribute project ideas over the next few years and will focus on these
community improvement projects that had the highest votes for 2020-2021:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Establish a monetary grant process for Olde Towne homeowners to make exterior repairs
Establish a stipend for the Beautification Committee to add additional trees and plants
Purchase additional signage for parks to remind guests that the parks close at dusk
Complete installation of the granite Square Markers at the corner of each block in Olde Towne
Make a financial donation to the Hill House to support their ongoing restoration efforts
Make a financial donation the Portsmouth Public Arts to commission new art in Olde Towne
Replace and add circa signs to historical homes in Olde Towne
Establish a History Lecture Series Event in 2021 focused on Olde Towne

Olde Towne Civic League’s Volunteer of the Quarter Award

Congratulations Sgt. Jim Cullen!
As an organization that is solely run by the dedication of volunteers committed to their community, the Olde Towne Civic
League is initiating a quarterly award to recognize volunteers in our community who go above and beyond to make Olde
Towne a wonderful place to live. This recognition was inspired by, and the inaugural award goes to, Sgt. Jim Cullen!
Jim Cullen has been a volunteer in Portsmouth for several years,
serving with the Portsmouth Community Criminal Justice Board, the
Portsmouth Mayor's Military Affairs Committee, and the Portsmouth
Sheriff's Office. He's currently a volunteer Deputy Sergeant with the
Portsmouth Sheriff's Auxiliary and can usually be found volunteering at
the Olde Towne Farmer's Market every Saturday helping to ensure it is
a healthy, safe, and fun shopping experience even during the COVID-19
pandemic. Starting last summer, he started finding, repairing, and
donating bicycles, musical instruments, and even a car to local families
in need. Since the start of the COVID-19 crisis and the nationwide
shortage of bicycles, he has personally fixed up and donated over 100
bikes to local children and families to allow them to exercise and stay
healthy, and donated bikes to people in financial distress who need a
bicycle to shop or get to work.

Sgt. Jim Cullen will be recognized at the
September Olde Towne Civic League meeting
with a monetary donation to assist with his
volunteer efforts in repairing and providing
bicycles for those in need.

Jim is a former federal police chief in New York City who retired from a
New Jersey police department in 2015 after 30 years of service, and a
full-time Commander with the U.S. Coast Guard. He and his wife Kathy
are Portsmouth residents and they love helping their community.
Thank you, Jim - you inspire us every day by your efforts and singlehandedly make this a better community!

Olde Towne Parking Decals

Wawa Update
The Wawa convenience store under
construction at the corner of London
and Effingham Streets will open in
2021, not this year as originally
planned, according to a real estate
management official at the
company’s Pennsylvania
headquarters.
The reason for the slowed
construction at the site is COVIDrelated interruptions in supply and
manpower. “The pandemic has
impacted our schedule, but we are
proceeding,” said a member of the
management team. While there is no
definitive date, “we have our fingers
crossed that we will have our grand
opening before mid-year 2021.”

Did you know that Olde Towne is a Portsmouth Residential Parking District and
enforces non-resident restricted parking between 12 AM and 6 AM when
needed? All residents of Olde Towne are required to have a parking decal affixed
to their cars. Residents usually can pick up a sticker at the Treasurer’s Office, but
during the COVID pandemic, follow this process to acquire your decal. After your
first decal, the city will follow-up yearly with a mail-in form.
1. Place in an envelope:
• Copy of proof of residency (lease,
electric bill, etc.) showing your
name and Olde Towne address
• Your name and make/model/year
of your car(s)
• Check for $3 per car made out to
Portsmouth Treasurer
2. Mark envelope “Portsmouth
Treasurer/Parking Decal” and drop in
the drop-box outside City Hall on
Columbia St.
Questions? Call 311 or the Treasurer at
757-393-8651 x2273

