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From the Civic League Board
The Olde Towne Portsmouth Civic League is focused on life after the
pandemic as we and the rest of the nation begin the return to normalcy.
As you can see from this newsletter, we did not let COVID slow us down!
During the past few months, we:
· Held our monthly league meetings via Zoom
· Cut the ribbon on a new playground at Red Lion Park
· Revised the league’s constitution and bylaws and presented the
changes to the membership
· Made a $500 donation to the Portsmouth Historical Association
· Continued planning for our Doors, Porches, and Gardens Tour on
May 15th from 10 AM - 4 PM
As we swing into spring and summer, we will continue our efforts to
improve the neighborhood green spaces. After 20 years of caring for
our plants and trees, John Joyce is retiring as Chair of the Beautification
Committee. His work can be admired in every park, median, and street and
we are so thankful for his dedication to Olde Towne. Now we are calling
on our membership for someone to lead this important committee. John
will continue to work with the new committee chair which, undoubtedly,
will be “mulch” appreciated.
We work closely with the Olde Towne Business Association and are
pleased to welcome a new restaurant downtown, Bailey’s Bayou. Located
at 509 Court Street, Bailey’s Bayou features Cajun and Creole cooking.
Our new OTPCL Board starts in June. Elections for the board will be
held at the May 20 league meeting. Those who have stepped up to run for
board positions reflect a youthful energy that will put the “new” in Olde
Towne. Looking forward to seeing all of you in 2021-2022!

OTPCL Membership
Interested in becoming more
involved with the Olde Towne
Portsmouth Civic League?
There are now two options:
Residents within the historic
Olde Towne boundaries can join
as a “Member” for just $10 per
year (FY July 1 - June 30). Those
residing outside the boundaries
but interested in getting our
event emails may join as a
“Friend of OTPCL” for $5 per
year. Registration is quick and
easy at OTPCL.org.
Olde Towne Civic League
Board:
Peter Adams, President
Robin Altice, First Vice President
Tom Butt, Second Vice President
Nick Mueller, Secretary
Hunter Bryant, Treasurer
Contact Us:
info@OTPCL.org
OTPCL.org

During the year, our members
have been out in full force for
our monthly neighborhood litter
cleanups! While they are usually
held on the third Saturday of
every month, our May cleanup
will be held May 8 to prepare for
our Doors, Porches and Gardens
Tour the following Saturday.
We meet at 9 AM on the corner
of Court and Glasgow Streets.
Follow our Facebook page at
Olde Towne Civic League for
updates or weather cancellations.
It’s a great opportunity to meet
your neighbors and help make
Olde Towne beautiful!
Contact Us:
info@OTPCL.org
Follow Us:
Website: OTPCL.org
Facebook:
facebook.com/OldeTowneCivicLeague
Instagram:
instagram.com/OldeTowneCivicLeague
Tik-Toc:
@oldetownecivicleague
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Community, Neighbors, Friends

D

Portsmouth Heritage Initiative
Square Marker Project Completed!
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Doors, Porches, and Gardens Tour

New Playground in Olde Towne!

Mark your calendar for Olde Towne’s Doors, Porches, and Gardens Tour
on May 15 from 10 AM to 4 PM (rain date May 16). This is a self-guided
walking tour of Olde Towne Portsmouth’s hidden gems, secret gardens,
and adorned porches and doors. Tickets are $10 and on sale online at
OTPCL.org, on the day of the event at Court Street Baptist Church, or in
advance at the following business:
•
Studio CK Salon
•
The Coffee Shoppe
•
Little Shoppes on High
•
Anderson-Wright Rooms and Gardens

After a long year of school and extracurricular
activities shutting down, Olde Towne’s kids got a
special treat - a brand new playground!

Musical entertainment, historical re-enactors, and plein air artist will
perform during the event. Be on the look-out for Mary Veale and the
Colonials as they stroll through Towne during the event. We are expecting
between 400 - 600 guests that day and we appreciate your help picking up
any litter or removing any obstacles from the sidewalks that morning. We
also encourage you to make your city recycle bin accessible for the disposal
of our guests’ empty water bottles. If you would like to volunteer to assist
with this event, please email info@OTPCL.org.

WAWA’s Grand Opening
The time has finally arrived! Wawa,
located on the corner of London
and Effingham Streets, opened to
the public on April 22. We are very
pleased to see that the new building
incorporated the suggestions and
feedback from our league’s Wawa
Committee who coordinated with
the Wawa Team last year. We hope
they have the GOOD ice!

The city purchased the new equipment at Red Lion
Middle Street Park to replace the former playground,
which was donated and built by the Olde Towne
Civic League 20 years ago. On April 11, Parks
and Recreation Director Mr. Palamarchuck joined
neighborhood children to cut the ribbon on the new
playground, celebrating the successful collaboration
between the city and our civic league. The Playground
Committee (Maureen Boshier, Kitty Bryant, Jennifer
Deason, and Susan Hansen) helped select the
equipment, requesting a natural color scheme and
new play features appropriate for children of all ages.
Allison Sublett repainted the red lions and is sprucing
up the Little Free Library at the park, as well.
The design of the new set meant letting go of an
old friend - the playground dragon (sea serpent). But
Olde Towne’s families honored his long service to
neighborhood children with a “Slay the Dragon” Party
in March. They dressed up as knights and princesses
and feasted on cookies designed in his likeness from
Petite Sweets on High Street.
The exciting new equipment has received rave reviews
from kids and their parents and after a long year of
being cooped up, it is wonderful to see kids climbing,
twirling, sliding, and laughing in Olde Towne!

This past March and April Olde Towne witnessed
history – the laying of the final five Square Markers
bringing the total to 72. The grid-like design of
downtown Portsmouth was originally mapped into
squares and individually named by Colonel William
Crawford in 1752. This community project was
spearheaded by the Portsmouth Heritage Initiative a
few years ago with support from Olde Towne Business
Association, Olde Towne Civic League, Olde Towne
Foundation, the Historical Association, the Portsmouth
Service League, and many residents of Olde Towne

who personally contributed to the purchase and
installation costs of these concrete markers. Please give
Dawn Richardson a huge thank you for her help in
organizing, planning logistics for installation, knocking
on doors for sponsors for the installation costs, and
seeing the project through to its final completion. It
is truly a memorial not only to our history, but to the
power of our community.

Olde Towne Business Spotlights

Events Calendar

Olde Towne Flower Co.
Looking for a bouquet for
Mother’s Day? Or just want
a pop of happiness on your
table? Be sure to support our
Towne’s very own farmer and
florist Olde Towne Flower
Co. and check out her flower
farm during the Doors, Porches, and Gardens tour!
Corrie can be found most Saturdays at the Olde Towne
Farmers Market behind St. John’s, or reach her at
oldetowneflowerco.com or 757-234-7939.

Olde Towne Farmers Market
Every Saturday at 10 AM – 1 PM
Located in St. John’s Episcopal parking lot
Follow Portsmouth Olde Towne Farmers Market
Facebook page for updates.

The Coffee Shoppe
A big welcome to the new
owners of our favorite
place to get caffeinated, our
neighborhood Coffee Shoppe
on High Street! Straight from
New Orleans, the new owners
are bringing exciting and fun
changes with an expanded
food menu, longer hours, and new social events in
the works. Follow them on Facebook at The Coffee
Shoppe for specials and new items!

OTPCL Monthly Meeting
Third Thursday of every month at 7 PM
Via Zoom, until Trinity Parish Hall re-opens
Members receive the link via email; contact info@
OTPCL.org for details.

New Resident of Olde Towne?
New to our wonderful neighborhood and want
to learn more? There’s a video for that! Go to
OTPCL.org/new-residents/ and watch our
25-minute presentation about living in Olde
Towne. If you have not already received a
Welcome Packet with helpful information on
Olde Towne and Portsmouth, please send your
home address to info@OTPCL.org and a Square
Captain will drop one off.
Thinking About Exterior Changes to Your
Olde Towne Home?
Before making renovations or repairs to the
exterior of your historic Olde Towne home,
you may need to get it approved by the Historic
Preservation Commission. Find links to approved
paint colors, zoning regulations, and guidelines at
OTPCL.org/preservation/.

Square Captain and Skippers Clean-Up
Every third Saturday at 9 AM – 10 AM
(Except for May which will be on the 8th)
Meet at the corner of Court and Glasgow Streets
Follow Olde Towne Civic League on Facebook for
weather cancellations.

Olde Towne Spring Market
Saturday, May 8 11 AM – 4 PM
Crafters’ market, gifts, vintage items, and collectibles
Towne Bank parking lot, 200 High Street
Doors, Porches, and Gardens Tour
Saturday, May 15 10 AM – 4 PM
Court Street Baptist Church, Court Street
Olde Towne Neighborhood Yard Sale
Saturday, June 26 8 AM – 1 PM
Email info@OTPCL.org to register
Be sure to check out the Olde Towne Business
Association’s calendar for live music at restaurants,
trivia nights, wildlife walks, and more!
OldeTownePortsmouth.com/olde-towneevents/

