OTPCL Towne Hall
Tuesday, July 13, 2021, 7:00 PM
Trinity Episcopal Church, 500 Court Street, Portsmouth, VA 23704
At the request of Olde Towne Portsmouth Civic League, Mr. James Wright presented an overview and
answered questions regarding the Court Street Green Street Retrofit project. He also touched on
upcoming engineering projects in Olde Towne.
Court Street Green Street Retrofit Project:
• Start date is estimated to be the first half of August. Project will run about 7 months (about 210
days). The project begins work at Crawford St. and ends at London St.
•

Total cost of the project is $3.9M. The City has secured $2.0M of that in federal grants. The
remaining budget has been approved and contract was awarded to Tidewater Utility.

•

The first phase of the project is to replace the water and sewage lines. The second phase of the
project is to update sidewalks with a bioretention system, add center medians, bike lanes,
marked side-street parallel parking, and update crosswalks. Bioretention plantings and substrate
layers are incorporated under sidewalks and flowerbeds to reduce flooding potential.

•

After project, street parking will be minimally impacted. Cross-streets will have parking blocked
with bioretention areas 20-feet from the corner, which is currently a no-parking zone. This will
help with visibility when crossing streets.

•

Road material will be gravel mix like Glasgow Street. The black top wears away in 3-5 years to
expose the gravel. The crosswalks will be brick.

•

The lay-down location is on the corner of Washington and Crawford (empty lot area).

•

The center medians will include new trees. The sidewalk planting areas will include plants to aid
bioretention. These will be maintained by Storm Water department, not Parks and Rec
department.

•

City will communicate utility disruptions to affected households via door tags 72 hours in
advance.

•

The road will be closed to through-traffic, but residents will still have access if not hazardous.
More information will come about trash collection areas; the contractor assisted with this
during the Middle Street project.
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•

Residents with issues, including damage to home due to construction vibrations during the
project, are to contact the City's Engineer, Mr. Wright, not the site Contractor. A resident POC
may be identified to liaison between residents and Mr. Wright and the Site Manager.

•

Residents with plantings in the sidewalk city rights-of-way should remove their plantings before
project start date if they wish to keep them. The project will remove some trees as well. Contact
Mr. Wright if you have a concern about keeping an existing tree.

•

The contractor will replace the historical Square Markers. Contractor will retain the historical
granite curbs as much as possible. ADE ramps will be installed at all corners and walkways.

•

The rendering and plan presented to the League in 2020 is about 90% accurate. Please see
following.

Future Engineering Project Updates in Olde Towne:
• The Pump Station has been awarded FEMA grant money and will begin after the Court Street
Project, around Spring 2022.
•

Drainage repair will begin in March 2022 between High Street and Hampton Place.

Contact information:
James Wright, City Engineer
Email: Wrightj@portsmouthva.gov
Phone: 757-393-8592
Olde Towne Portsmouth Civic League
Email: info@otpcl.org
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COURT STREET GREEN STREET RETROFIT

QUICK FACTS
Purpose: Flood Reduction, Water Quality Benefits
and Utility Rehabilitation
Total Grant Funding: $2M
Total Project Cost: $3.9M

The City of Portsmouth has iden ﬁed Court Street as an
opportunity for conversion to a Green Street to improve water
quality, reduce runoﬀ volume, and enhance public space. This is a
pilot project for the City to demonstrate how Green Streets can be
incorporated into residen al areas without impac ng any of the
cultural and historical features.
GREEN STREET
The primary goal is to retroﬁt the corridor in a way that improves
water quality, preserves tree canopy, and reduces runoﬀ volume
while maintaining the historic streetscape characteris cs of the area.
The plan aims to align with the long-range vision, goals, and policy
framework for the City’s future transporta on system provided in
their Transporta on Master Plan.
UTILITY REHABILITATION
New sanitary sewer and water lines will be installed throughout the
corridor as part of this project. This work was previously part of the
Downtown Portsmouth Water and Sewer Rehabilita on Project,
Phase 2—Part B.

WATER QUALITY FEATURES
URBAN BIORETENTION: Stormwater Best
Management Practice with vegetation will capture and treat
stormwater runoff.
REDUCED IMPERVIOUS COVER: The addition of urban
bioretention and a 5-foot wide grass median is proposed to
reduce impervious cover and reduce runoff.

TRAFFIC CALMING FEATURES
CURB EXTENSION: Creates pinch points, slowing
traffic and creating a more pedestrian-friendly corridor.
CROSSWALKS: Increases pedestrian safety.
BIKE LANES: Increases cyclist safety and encourages
alternate modes of transportation.
GRASS MEDIAN: Safety feature which also reduces the
heat island effect.

Should you have any questions pertaining to this project, please contact the City Engineer.
James Wright, Department of Engineering and Technical Services Wrightj@portsmouthva.gov 757-393-8592

COURT STREET GREEN STREET RETROFIT

What can residents expect during construc on?
Because much of the work will be in the streets, you can expect some traﬃc delays and detours during construc on. Because of the
extensive nature of the construc on work, streets and intersec ons will be closed to vehicular traﬃc for limited periods of me. You
will con nue to have pedestrian access to your property although there may be brief blockages while work takes place directly in front
of your property to reconnect service. The closures will occur as part of a phased process, and no two major traﬃc corridors will be
closed at the same me in order to facilitate overall area traﬃc ﬂow. All major work in the closed phase areas will be completed prior
to moving to another project phase area.
Will general emergency/safety/public services be impacted?
Minimally. When roads are closed to vehicular traﬃc, bulk
garbage pickup will not be available, but smaller container pickup
will be maintained. There may be the occasional brief period
when water and sewer service is turned oﬀ in order to test new
lines or switch your service to the new system. You will be
no ﬁed in advance when service will be interrupted. Service
interrup on will be restored before the contractor leaves for the
day. Where road closures occur, public safety/emergency
services access will be provided by means of temporary
corridors.
Will street parking be available during construc on?
No. Normal street parking access will not be available when that
parking area is part of an ac ve construc on area (i.e. closed to
vehicular traﬃc) due to construc on work.

NOTIFICATIONS
Property Owners will be notified via public meetings,
e-mails, newsletters, schedule updates, announcements
and videos on public access television (PCTV48). In addition, a project website is available with a link on the Public
Utilities webpage at www.portsmouthva.ogov/publicutil/

WORKING HOURS
Normal working hours will be limited to 7:30 AM to 5 PM,
Monday through Friday. However, work may be selectively
expedited by alternative time periods which may include
extended hours and weekend work. Regardless of working
hours, vehicular access to the active phased construction
area will not be available until all major work within that
phase is completed.

Should you have any questions pertaining to this project, please contact the City Engineer.
James Wright, Department of Engineering and Technical Services Wrightj@portsmouthva.gov 757-393-8592

